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I.
Purpose

While operating at structure fires and other identified applicable incidents, common terminology should be used by displaced personnel to alert command (IC) and other personnel on scene, so that rescue operations can commence effectively and expeditiously.

II.
Definitions

A.
Mayday is an emergency procedure word used as a distress signal in voice procedure radio communications.  It is used to signal a life-threatening emergency.  The call is always given three times in a row (“Mayday, Mayday, Mayday”) to prevent mistaking it for a similar sounding phrase under noisy conditions, and to distinguish an actual Mayday call from a message about a Mayday call.

B.
Emergency Traffic is a term used by the IC to alert all personnel on the operational channel there is an emergency and that the channel must be cleared so that information gathering can commence.  

III.
Procedure

Mayday will be terminology established for the express purpose of providing an immediate need by trapped or injured firefighters to be rescued.

The IC or officer in charge should clear the operational channel and announce Emergency Traffic to obtain as much information as possible regarding the exact nature and problem.  In addition, the IC should implement the rescue plan with any adjustments necessary.  This includes determining how many firefighters are involved and if they are:

· Missing, lost, trapped or cut off by fire

· Injured or require immediate medical attention

· In need of immediate SCBA replacement

A.
Emergency Traffic Communication
The signal phrase “Emergency Traffic” is used to request priority access for communications critical to life safety.  Situations in which emergency traffic communications are indicated include (but are not limited to):

· Abandoning the hazard zone

· Reporting extreme safety hazards such as imminent collapse

· Changing strategy from offense to defense

· Requesting additional resources in a critical situation

· Preface to a mayday radio communication

Emergency traffic has priority over all other radio communications (with the exception of a mayday message).  All other radio traffic must cease and personnel must monitor the emergency traffic message.

B.
Firefighter Down/Mayday Communication

Individual firefighters must not delay reporting to the IC if they become lost, trapped or in need of assistance.  Company officers must also not delay the reporting of lost firefighters or inability to complete accountability reports.  Command, division/group supervisors and company officers must always assume that the missing firefighter is lost in the building until the firefighter can be accounted for.  Command must also restructure the strategy and action plan to include a high priority rescue effort if a firefighter is unaccounted for.

C.
Mayday Radio Message
The radio message “Mayday” will be used by lost or trapped firefighters to report their status as being in trouble and needing rescue.  Any member may use mayday to report a lost firefighter.  Any report of mayday will receive priority radio traffic.  The term mayday will be reserved ONLY to report lost or trapped firefighters and it shall be pre-empted with “emergency traffic” to clear the radio.



The term mayday typically will be used in the following situations:
· By the member who is lost, trapped or in trouble.

· By the company officer, or other member who cannot account for an assigned firefighter who is operating in the hazard zone.  This mayday would generally occur following a PAR report that fails to locate/account for the suspected lost member.
· By a member who witnesses or has confirmed that a firefighter is lost or in trouble.

· When a firefighter calls a mayday, clear, concise and comprehensible radio communications are of paramount importance when the RIC is trying to find a downed firefighter.  The National Fire Academy acronym LUNAR can be used to report important Mayday information:
L
Location (last known location including floor number, quadrant, etc.)

U
Unit (identification of the unit)

N
Name (name of the individuals that need rescue or recovery)

A
Assignment (the last known assignment given to the individuals)
R
Resources needed (what equipment is needed to implement the rescue plan)


D.
Sample LUNAR Mayday Transmission



“Emergency traffic, Mayday, Mayday, Mayday”
“IC, I’m in the basement, Bravo side.  Engine 3, Firefighter Jones and I were doing a left handed search on the first floor and have experienced a floor collapse.  I am pinned and cannot move.  I have 1100 psi of air and turning on my PASS device.  I need immediate assistance from the RIC.”

The injured or downed firefighter will be given priority for the radio channel they broadcast the mayday on.  Command will consider moving all regular radio operations to another channel.

